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October 7Apple's latest mainstream iPhone models come in two sizes with A15 chip, car crash detection, satellite connectivity, and more. iPhone 14 is available now, while iPhone 14 Plus launches on October 7. 123Math SolverMinimum downloads: 50,000Maximum downloads: 100,000223Google recently removed 22 apps from its Play Store. The
search giant removed the apps after security researcher Sophos found that these apps are being used for ad fraud by hackers. The list includes some of the popular apps like Sparkle Flashlight with 1 million-plus downloads. "From the user's perspective, these apps drain their phone's battery and may cause data overages as the apps are constantly
running and communicating with servers in the background. Furthermore, the devices are fully controlled by the C2 server and can potentially install any malicious modules upon the instructions of the server," warned the Sophos report.Here's the entire list of 22 apps. Read and immediately delete the ones that you have on your smartphone from the
list. 323Sparkle FlashLightMinimum downloads: 1,000,000Maximum downloads: 5,000,000423Snake AttackMinimum downloads: 100,000Maximum downloads: 500,000523Tak A TripMinimum downloads: 50,000Maximum downloads: 1,00,000623MagnifeyeMinimum downloads: 50,000Maximum downloads: 1,00,000723]Join UpMinimum downloads:
50,000Maximum downloads: 1,00,000823Zombie KillerMinimum downloads: 1,00,000Maximum downloads: 5,00,000923Space RocketMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0001023Neon PongMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0001123]Just FlashlightMinimum downloads: 1,00,000Maximum downloads:
5,00,0001223Table SoccerMinimum downloads: 50,000Maximum downloads: 1,00,0001323Cliff DiverMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0001423Box StackMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0001523]elly SliceMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0001623AK BlackjackMinimum downloads:
10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0001723Color TilesMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0001823Animal MatchMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0001923Roulette ManiaMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0002023HexaFallMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads:
50,0002123HexaBlocksMinimum downloads: 10,000Maximum downloads: 50,0002223ShapeSorterMinimum downloads: 1,000Maximum downloads: 5,0002323PairZapMinimum downloads: 1,000Maximum downloads: 5,000 There’s no doubt that online reviews hold some serious weight when it comes to the likes of promoting apps and other software,
and with this power comes the obligatory exploitation of it.While the affliction of fake reviews doesn’t just affect smartphone and tablet apps, the rather fickle market in which they exist is much more susceptible to their sway due to an app’s reliance on exposure from various charts and leaderboards that are, in turn, impacted by these reviews and
ratings.While Apple has had its own share of problems with fake reviews on the App Store (despite the iOS marketplace being relatively locked down), Google's slightly more lenient approach to apps on the Play Store has arguably led to more abuse of the Android platform - however the tech giant has recently revealed (opens in new tab) some
milestones around its efforts to clean it up.Taking out the trashBy implementing a system that uses machine learning alongside a team of “skilled reviewers” and analysts, Google has removed millions of bad reviews and ratings and taken down “thousands of bad apps identified due to suspicious reviews and rating activities” in a single week.Google
classes a review or rating as ‘bad’ when it either contains “profane, hateful or off-topic” subject matter, is blatantly used to manipulate the overall average rating - either positively or negatively - or if the rating has been given in exchange for money.The latter type of reviews are known as 'incentivized ratings' and often includes apps or games that
offer free in-app items in exchange for a positive review - something which is prohibited by Google’s official policy.As much work as Google is doing to fix the issue, it’s also asking users to help out by marking reviews or ratings as 'spam' from within the Play Store, and to also refrain from rewarding dodgy developers via those aforementioned
incentivized ratings.'Nine in ten' Android apps send data to Google
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